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“Move over Diana Ross and the Supremes. Be afraid
Spice Girls. Here comes Pinay, a superhotsexy
Filipina American girl group....”
-Fritz Friedman, A. Magazine

Dear Readers,
Hi, my name is Ben Greer and I would
just like to welcome you to the AQ
(APASU Quarterly). I want you to
know that this publication is not only
meant for APASU members, Asians, or
just students. This publication was
created to bring you all closer to the
Asian/Pacific American community and
culture. As you read through this issue
and past issues of AQ you will find
information on all kinds of issues and
topics. We want to bring you
information and breaking news that will
help you understand what it means to
be American through Asian eyes. I
know sometimes this concept is difficult
to relate to in the sense that we are
Americans. Whether you were born
here or half way around the world, it
does not matter, or if you have been
here a day or a life time we are all
exposed to a force that is not easily
accepting of who we are or where our
ancestors came from. This force is
known as the “American Mainstream.”
When you turn on the TV, who
are we? When you open a magazine,
what page are you going to find us on?
When you turn on the radio, what are
we saying? When the law and
government are involved, how are we
portrayed? These are just a few
question that we should ask ourselves
as well as those in the “American
Mainstream.” Some people will answer
these questions with blind apathy. What
I mean by this is they will agree by
saying yes you are right there are no
Asians on TV, in magazines, on the
radio or in politics. But you know what,
they will be wrong. Do you know why
they are wrong? Because we are there
they just don’t see us. In the eyes of the
“American Mainstream” we do not
exist. Asian/Pacific Americans are the
invisible race and that is why people

always think we are foreign. They don’t
realize that we are their neighbors, and
the people that bring them the news in
the morning. They don’t realize that we
are the executives behind the clothes
they wear. They don’t realize that the
voices they hear on the radio have
Asian/Pacific American faces. In their
minds it could not be possible that an
Asian could have such perfect english.
The truth of the matter is that we,
Asian/Pacific Americans, have been
here in what is now known as United
States of America long before is was
even called America.
Even now more than ever it is
our time to shine. Asian/Pacific
Americans are the fastest growing
ethnic minority, and we are on the dawn
of the Asian American Renaissance. You
can see that all over the “American
Mainstream” we are influencing
tomorrow’s minds. From the clothes
that are worn to the foods people eat,
we are there. We report their news, act
in their films, and sing their music. It is
our time, so lets throw down the
waiter’s apron, take off Kato’s mask and
scream for who we are as individuals
and as a culture. Make it known that we
want to be recognized for who we are
and we must claim our place in the
“American Mainstream.”
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Tampering with nature might disrupt its
Let’s begin with defining what
equilibrium. Costs of changing the environment
feng shui means. Feng shui translated
range from pollution to overpopulation.
literally is “wind” and “water”-these
Changes must therefore be planned and executed
forces are believed to be responsible for determining
carefully. The Chinese have always stressed
health, prosperity, and good luck. Wind and water
position, be it within the landscape, the world, or the
are also two of the most fundamental forms of life’s
cosmos. And to locate the correct spot,
energy. We know from
they used mystical methods ranging from
our own daily experiences
numerology and astrology to orientation
how essential both of
and images. While some scorn it as
these are to us. Without
Feng shui translated
superstition, most don’t turn their backs
air we would die, within a
literally is “wind” and
on it completely; suspecting that feng shui
number of seconds.
“water”-these forces are
experts possess an innate special wisdom,
While we can live for
power, and knowledge. One of the origins
weeks without food,
believed to be responsible
of feng shui was Chinese divination.
without water we soon
for determining health,
The early Chinese used omens to
perish. For all the
prosperity, and good luck.
decide on cures for sickness, sacrifices, and
mystery that surrounds it,
the advisability of war; to check out the
feng shui evolved from
hunting, farming, and fishing prospects;
the simple observation
and to determine the auspiciousness of
that people are affected,
time and space. One form of divination
for good or ill, by
that influenced feng shui was astrology, a celestial
surroundings: the layout and orientation of
model of cosmic order on earth. But, more than
workplaces and homes. Every hill, building, wall,
astrology, it was influenced by the pre Taoist text I
window, and corner and the ways in which they face
Ching or Book of Changes.
wind and water have an effect. The Chinese
The I Ching stresses the connection between
concluded that if you change surroundings, you
man’s destiny and nature. Yin and yang are other
could change your life. In practice, feng shui is
two primordial forces that govern the universe,
something between a science and an art.
symbolize harmony. They are opposites. Yin is
The aim of feng shui, is to change and
dark, yang is light, yin is passive, yang is active. Yin
harmonize the environment-cosmic currents known
is female, yang is male. In feng shui, the yin and
as ch’i -to improve fortunes. Maybe the mystery of
yang of a house or a gravesite must be balanced,
the power feng shui presents makes it widely
bringing residents into harmony with their
practiced today. It flourishes in Hong Kong, where
environments. Ch’i is the most important
it is also often used in one form or another by most
component of feng shui.
Chinese and even some Westerners. Feng shui is so
Ch’i is the vital force that breathes life into
extensive in Hong Kong that people joke that the
animals and vegetation, inflates the earth to form
practitioner must be in cahoots with building
mountains, and carries water through the earth’s
contractors or at least hold stock with a mirror
ducts. In Chinese, the character ch’i has two
factory (mirrors figure prominently as feng shui
meanings: one cosmic, one human. Heaven’s ch’i
cures). Feng shui has slowly migrated its way to the
encompasses air, steam, gas, weather, and force.
United States. Where and how did feng shui
Man’s ch’i includes breath, aura, manner, and
originate?
energy. The two typesof ch’i are far from separate.
The reverence for nature sprang early in
Man’s ch’i is strongly influenced by the ch’i of both
Chinese religion (Taoism), science (astronomy,
heaven and earth. Like yin and yang a person’s ch’i
geology, and magnetism), superstition (astrology,
must be balanced. If the current is too strong or
shamanism, fortune-telling), and lastly-a peculiar
weak, it can have negative effects.
combination of all three-feng shui. The Chinese felt
Feng shui’s goal is to tap the earth’s ch’i, just
they shared a fate with the earth: When it was
as the goal of acupuncture is to tap a person’s ch’i.
healthy and prospered, they thrived; when the
The feng shui adept must find a place where the ch’i
balance was destroyed, they suffered. So it made
flows smoothly and the principles of yin and yang
sense, in feng shui terms, to enhance the
are balanced. If this isn’t possible, feng shui offers
environment rather than to harm or deplete it, thus
methods of bringing the environment into harmony.
hurting the chances for good luck and happiness.
In divining the potential of a landscape, house,
Feng shui supports the modern idea of ecology and
tomb, or room, feng shui experts discern if ch’i is
conservation. Its message is: Harmonize with, do
expanding or receding and make suggestions
not disrupt, nature.

middle of the room facing the door; this is
accordingly. From this, the Chinese believe the feng
too exposed. Don’t put it directly
shui of a bedroom effects the balance of a person
opposite the door where it is directly in
because it’s been part of their heritage for centuries.
line with the incoming energy.
Most of us spend at least one-third of our
A common mistake is to think of a mirror as
lives in out bedrooms. Most of thattime we are
an
inert
object, a useful tool, like a screwdriver. But
asleep. This part of our lives is extremely important
mirrors
are
constantly at work, not only when we
to us. We need to sleep well-deep, refreshing sleep.
pass
them.
They intensify the image of anything
We need to dream-clear, regenerative dreams. For
that
they
reflect.
Think about what happens when
many people, the bedroom is also one of the places
you
shine
an
electric
torch or flashlight into a mirror
of greatest intimacy in our lives. We are alone with
at
night.
The
light
bounces
back to you far more
ourselves, or with our partners. It is one of the
blinding
that
the
naked
beam
of the small bulb. So
rooms in which we are most frequently naked,
the
first
rule
is
never
place
a
mirror
directly opposite
without adornment of any kind. It is a place of
the
door
of
your
bedroom.
It
will
bounce
the
private conversation, whispers, and pillow talk.
incoming
energy
straight
back
at
the
door,
where it
And when we are asleep, we are often at our most
will
set
up
permanent
disturbance
patterns
at the
vulnerable.
entrance
to
your
bedroom
and
prevent
smooth
Our bedroom serves not only as a place of
circulation inside the room. The best place to put a
privacy, it is also a refuge. It is often here that we
mirror is inside of a cupboard or closet door. Light
come for protection, for security, and peace. We can
is energy in one of it most obvious forms. What we
“sleep” on our problems. We can curl up; turning
perceive as color is, of course, light as well. The
away from the stress of the daytime-switching off
color you paint your room affects your ch’i. Soft
the conscious activities of the brain and allowing the
tones are ideal for your bedroom-warm pink tints
unconscious mind free rein. If these precious hours
and pale peach shades. Pink is the ideal color for the
of sleep and recuperation are disturbed, we all know
master bedroom. Off-white tints such as eggshell,
the dreadful price we pay. If the bedroom is not a
magnolia, beige, and light tan is also acceptable.
place of harmonious living between
Very pale purples, light
husband and wife, between partners,
magentas, and violets are
or between children or roommates,
also suitable in the bedroom
we
all
know
the
dreadful
the consequences for our home lives
as long as they create a soft,
can be devastating-and how often we
price we pay. If the
relaxing effect. Strong reds
have seen that devastation exported
bedroom
is
not
a
place
of
and oranges are too
emotionally into the rest of our lives!
overpowering and not
harmonious
living
between
The location of the bedroom
suitable for indoor use.
in your home is important. If you are
husband and wife, or
Light green would be the
buying or renting a new place to live,
between
partners...
best color for a child’s
you should pay careful attention to
bedroom because green
the internal relationship between the
represents knowledge.
bedroom and the rest of the space.
Blues, white, and black are
Since the energies from the rest of the
not
recommended
for
bedrooms.
Blue is a
home enter the bedroom principally through the
secondary
color
to
death
but
not
in
all cases. Pure
bedroom door, it is essential that you are particularly
white
should
careful about the areas of the home on to which the
never be used in bedrooms; it represents death like
door opens. You should pay particular attention to
black in the western tradition. Black is darkness and
the relationship of your bedroom door to other
bad luck. Black is okay for a chair because it will
doors and openings in your home. Particularly
represent deep thought but not the bed.
when the entrance to the bedroom is directly in line
I leave you with this thought “Next time
with the front door. This makes energy easily lost.
you
move
or change anything in your bedroom,
Also, steer clear from doorways in line with the
think
twice
about what your are doing. A little
bathroom and kitchen, mainly because this makes
thoughtless
change may effect your life you never
the bedroom vulnerable to odors, fumes, and
thought
would.”
Indeed, the Chinese believed this.
noxious energies.
This
makes
you
wonder
about people’s homes, huh?
The placement of the bed in relation to the
door of your bedroom relates to security and
privacy. Don’t put the bed on the wall beside the
door where you cannot see who is entering the room
until they are already inside. Don’t put it in the
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Census Bureau Facts for Features
Income and Poverty
Asians and Pacific Islanders hadthe
highest median household income
among the nation’s race groups in 1997
$45,249. However, because Asian and Pacific Islander
households were, on average, larger than White
households (3.17 people versus 2.58 people), their
estimated income per household member was lower
($18,569 compared with $20,093). http://www.census.gov/
Press-Release/cb98-177.html
Both the number (1.5 million) and percentage (14.0
percent) of Asian and Pacific Islander individuals who
were poor in 1997 were statistically unchanged from the
previous year. For Asian and Pacific Islander families,
the number and percent who were poor in 1997 were
244,000 and 10.2 percent, respectively. http://
www.census.gov/Press-Release/
cb98-177.html

Education

China (including Hong Kong) and the Phillippines were
the leading countries of origin after Mexico for the
nation’s foreign-born residents in 1997, with each
contributing 1.1 million. http://www.census.gov/PressRelease/cb98-57.html

Families
There were 2.2 million Asian and Pacific Islander
families in 1997; of
these, eight in 10 were married-couple families. Asian
and Pacific Islander families are often large: 20 percent
had five or more members, compared with 11 percent for
non-Hispanic White families. http://www.census.gov/
Press-Release/cb98-180.html

By 2020, according to middleseries population projections, the
nation’s Asian and Pacific
Islander population is expected to
reach 19.7 million (6.1 percent of
the nation’s total population).

One of every two Asian and
Pacific Islander adults ages 25
to 29 had attained a bachelor’s
degree or higher in 1997,
contributing to that
population’s high percentage
of college graduates.
Comparatively, almost 1 in 3
Whites (29 percent), 1 in 7 African Americans (14
percent), and just over 1 in 10 Hispanics (11 percent) in
the 25- to 29-year-old age group had at least a bachelor’s
degree. http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-108.html

Asian and Pacific Islander children
under 18 years of age were more
likely to live with both parents (84
percent) than non-Hispanic White
children (77 percent) in 1997. http://
www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98180.html

In 1997, 58 percent of the nation’s
Asians and Pacific Islanders age 15
and over were married, 33 percent
had never married and 4 percent
each were divorced and widowed.
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-180.html

Population Distribution

Among all persons ages 25 and over in 1997, Asians and
Pacific Islanders had the greatest proportion of college
graduates of any racial or ethnic group, at 42 percent.
This compared with 25 percent for Whites, 13 percent for
African Americans and 10 percent for Hispanics. http://
www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-108.html

On July 1, 1998, an estimated 10.4 million Asians and
Pacific Islanders lived in the United States, up 2.8
million from a total of 7.6 million on July 1, 1990. They
comprised 3.8 percent of the total population in 1998, up
from 3.0 percent in 1990. http://www.census.gov/
population/estimates/nation/intfile3-1.txt

In 1996, non-Hispanic Asians and Pacific Islanders
received 12 percent of the 20 doctorate conferred by the
nation’s colleges and universities. This included 26
percent of those conferred in engineering, 22 percent
each in mathematics and computer sciences and 20
percent each in physical sciences (astronomy, physics
and chemistry) and biological sciences (biochemistry,
botany, microbiology, physiology and zoology). http://
www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-226.html

Asians and Pacific Islanders had a higher rate of
population growth between July 1, 1990 and 1998 than
any other race or ethnic group: 37 percet. http://
www.census.gov/population/estimates/nation/intfile3-1.txt

Coming to America
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United States were foreign-born. http://www.census.gov/
Press-Release/cb98-57.html

In 1997, 24 percent, or 6.1 million, of the nation’s foreignborn residents were Asians and Pacific Islanders. In
addition, six in 10 Asians and Pacific Islanders in the

The nation’s Asian and Pacific Islander population is
young, with an estimated median age on July 1, 1998, of
31.2 years — 4.0 years younger than the median for the
U.S. population as a whole. http://www.census.gov/
population/estimates/nation/intfile3-1.txt
By 2020, according to middle-series population
projections, the nation’s Asian and Pacific Islander
population is expected to reach 19.7 million (6.1 percent
of the nation’s total population). http://www.census.gov/

A product of the U.S. Census Bureau’s
Public Information Office
Press-Release/cb96-36.html
In 1997, 55 percent of the nation’s Asians and Pacific
Islanders lived in the West and 95 percent resided in
metro areas (49 percent in suburbs, 46 percent in central
cities). http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-180.html
As of July 1, 1997, according to
population estimates:

specialty occupations (e.g., engineers,
dentists, teachers, lawyers and reporters).
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98180.html

Languages

Between 1980 and 1995,
the number of
The number of Asians and Pacific Islanders
registrations in Japanese
California had more Asians and
residing in California jumped by 829,623, the
courses at U.S. colleges
Pacific Islanders than any other state,
largest increase of any state. Following
and universities almost
3.8 million. New York was a distant
California’s lead were New York, which added
quadrupled, from 11,500
second (952,736), followed by Hawaii
243,609 new Asian and Pacific Islander
to 44,700, while the
(748,748), Texas (523,972) and New
residents, Texas (192,544), New Jersey
number in Chinese
Jersey (423,738). http://
(146,714) and Florida (96,674).
courses more than
www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98doubled, from 11,400 to
161.html
26,500. Consequently,
Japanese is now the fourth most popular foreign
The states with the highest concentration of Asians and
language course in U.S. colleges; Chinese is sixth.
Pacific Islanders were Hawaii (63 percent of the total
Furthermore, 42,300 of the nation’s public high school
population), California (12 percent), Washington (6
percent) and New Jersey and New York (5 percent each). students were enrolled in Japanese classes in fall 1994,
up from 6,200 a dozen years earlier. http://
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-161.html
www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-226.html
Los Angeles County, Calif., was the U.S. county with the
As of 1992, Chinese was tied with German as the third
highest number of Asians and Pacific Islanders (1.2
most common foreign language in which the nation’s 17
million). Honolulu County, Hawaii, was second
million small businesses could conduct transactions: 2
(559,752), followed by Orange County, Calif. (344,330);
percent could conduct them in Chinese. The leading
Santa Clara County (San Jose), Calif. (343,387); and
foreign languages were Spanish and French. http://
Queens County, N.Y. (317,893). http://www.census.gov/
www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb97-182.html
Press-Release/cb98-161.html
Between April 1, 1990, and July 1, 1997, according to
population estimates:
The number of Asians and Pacific Islanders residing in
California jumped by 829,623, the largest increase of any
state. Following California’s lead were New York, which
added 243,609 new Asian and Pacific Islander residents,
Texas (192,544), New Jersey (146,714) and Florida
(96,674). http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98161.html
Among counties, Los Angeles County, Calif., was No. 1
in Asian and Pacific Islander population increase, with a
gain of more than 190,000. Neighboring Orange County,
Calif., was No. 2, with 91,501. Others in the top five were
Santa Clara County, Calif. (76,905); Queens County, N.Y.
(75,220); and San
Diego County, Calif. (73,383). http://www.census.gov/PressRelease/cb98-161.html

Jobs
In 1997, among employed persons, ages 16 and over, 38
percent of Asian and Pacific Islander men and 32 percent
of women worked in managerial and professional

The preceding facts come from the Current Population Survey, the
Statistical Abstract of the United States, population estimates and
projections and the Characteristics of Business Owners Survey.
The data are subject to sampling variability and other sources of
error. Previous 1999 Census Bureau Facts for Features: African
American History Month (February), Valentine’s Day (February
14), Women’s History Month (March), Countdown to Census 2000
(April 1) and Secretaries’ Day (April 21).
Questions or comments should be directed to the Census Bureau’s
Public Information Office (tel: 301-4573030; fax: 301-457-3670; email:
pio@census.gov).

Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies
(formerly CAPACI)
209 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Suite 100
Washington, DC 20003
phone: 202/547-9100
fax: 202/547-9109
email: apaics@apaics.org
website: http://www.apaics.org
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Conference Alert!!!

Vision
Through Aspire 99, we as Asian American young professionals hope to show through our committed
volunteerism, and through the speakers we invite to this conference, hope to convey that beyond professional
success aspirations, the importance to our generation of getting more involved in our political process, the
importance of civic responsibility, and giving back to the community. We want to provide an opportunity to learn
from the leaders and role models before us to better prepare us to reach our professional aspirations, but balance
this with what we all can do to help make an impact in helping our community. Aspire 99 will also provide a
forum for young professional leaders to have an opportunity to build a national network and learn from each
other.
Building upon the success of M Society West’s previous conference, “Aspire 96: Generations of
Leadership Building a Better Future”, Aspire 99 promises to be an exciting and informative event. A highlight
from the last conference was the keynote speeches by prominent professionals including: U.S. Congressman
Robert Matsui, U.S. Federal District Court Judge Ronald Lew, actor George Takei, and co-founder of Yahoo! Jerry
Yang. The conference was sponsored by well-regarded corporations like, Apple, Levi Strauss, Yahoo and more.
The focus of Aspire 99 will be to bring together young Asian and Asian Pacific American leaders to promote
cross-cultural education and leadership development. The 800 – 1,000 conference attendees will be treated to a
forum celebrating Asian Pacific leadership opportunity to network among professional peers to maximize
learning from the experiences of one another. Most attendees are 24 – 35 years of age, have received college or
higher education, and range from young professionals to CEOs.
As an affiliate of the National Association of Asian American Professionals, M Society West is the
preeminent volunteer organization for young Asian American professionals in Northern California. The
organization is committed to creating leadership opportunities and promoting community service and civic
participation. It has over four hundred active members and, through its mailings and events, typically reaches
over 3,000 professionals in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Aspire ’99 speakers include:
1.Anni Chung: Executive Director, Self Help for the Elderly
2.Benny Evangelista: Business Reporter, San Francisco Chronicle

Mail: P.O. Box 517
Palo Alto, CA 94301

3.Brooke Lee: Miss Universe 1997
4.Cedric Chao: Partner, Morrison & Foerster, LLP
5.Chris Chan Lee: Film Director and Screenwriter, “Yellow”
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Phone: 650-361-0341
Email: aspire99@abcflash.net
Website: http://www.abcflash.com/aspire99/

6.Chris Tashima: Film Director and Screenwriter of Academy Award Winning
Short Film “Visas & Virtue”
7.Chong Moon Lee: CEO and Founder, Diamond Multimedia

8.David Chu: CEO, Nautica
9.Dean Cain: Actor, “Lois & Clark” DEAN CAIN - “SuperMan”
10.Dustin Nguyen: Actor, “Twenty One Jump Street”
11.Evelyn Hu-DeHart: Professor and Chair, Department of Ethnic Studies,
University of Colorado at Boulder
12.Gareth Chang: Executive Chairman, StarTV
13.Gloria Tan: Executive Director, The Asian Women’s Resource Center
14.Helen Zia: Contributing Editor, Ms. Magazine
15.Holly Quan: Reporter, KCBS Radio
16.Iris Chang: Author, “The Rape of Nanking”
17.Jacqueline Kong: Executive Director, Asian American Media Development
Dean Cain: Actor, “Lois & Clark” DEAN CAIN - “SuperMan”

18.JD Hokoyama: Executive Director, LEAP
19.John Chen: Chairman, President and CEO, Sybase
20.John Tu: Founder and President, Kingston Technologies
21.Kelvin Han Yee: Playwright
22.Lauren Tom: Actress, “The Joy Luck Club” and “Friends”
23.Maeley Tom: Senior Vice President, Cassidy & Associates
24.Matt Dunn: Director, KTVU-TV
25.Matt Fong: Former California State Treasurer
26.The Honorable Mike Guingona: Council Member and
former Mayor, Daly City, CA
27.The Honorable Mike Honda: California State Assembly
28.Mina Shum: Film Director, “Double Happiness”

Dustin Nguyen: Actor, “Twenty One Jump Street”

29.Paul Cha: Founder and Vice President, Enroute Imaging
30.Penney Wei: Features Editor, Asiam Magazine
31.Peter Shiao: Producer, Celestial Pictures
32.Philip Kan Gotanda: Playwright
33.Phoebe Eng: Author, “Warrior Lessons:
An Asian American Woman’s Journey into Power”
34.Robert Handa: Reporter, KTVU Channel 2
35.Ron Wong: Chief Deputy Appointments Secretary for Governor Davis
36.Steve Park: Actor, “Fargo” and “In Living Color”
37.Sue Kwon: Reporter, KRON Channel 4
38.The Honorable Thang Nguyen Barrett: Santa Clara Municipal Court
39.Tony Bui: Film Director/Writer of “Three Seasons”
40.Vivian Tsai: Partner, Wang & Li
Lauren Tom: Actress, “The Joy Luck Club” and “Friends”

41.Willard Eng: Vice President, Diversity and
Corporate Human Resources, Sony Pictures
42.Yvonne Lee: US Civil Rights Commissioner

And Many More to Come!!!
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Just off the Press Book Reviews
HONOR THY CHILDREN, Inc.
Educational Services With Al & Jane Nakatani
Background: In a span of 8 years, between 1986 and 1994, Al and Jane
Nakatani experienced the deaths of all three of their sons. Greg, their
middle son was murdered and their oldest and youngest; Glen and
Guy died of complications from HIV/AIDS. The Nakatani Family
story is told in the book, “Honor Thy Children” by Molly Fumia, a
Conari Press publication.
Following Guy’s death, Al and Jane embarked on a “new journey” and
provide services as keynote speakers, seminar and workshop leaders
and as consultants to organizations. They are the founders of Honor
Thy Children, Inc. a non-profit corporation committed to the principle
of advocating and promoting safe passage for ALL children.
The Nakatani’s address issues that touch everyone, such as discrimiations against minorities, caring for the
terminally ill, and death and dying. The most compelling subject addressed, however, is “the killing power of
denigration.” Within the context of these tough issues, the Nakatanis ultimately share messages of personal and
family reconciliation, dignity and honor, hope and survival. Al & Jane have appeared before many groups
nationwide and have been featured in news reports, TV interviews, magazines and video shows; and have received
numerous awards and recognition for their work.
Reviews
From Booklist , February 1, 1997
Speaking especially to parents and relatives of gays, Fumia’s third book on grief tells of Jane and Al Nakatani,
transformed by the loss of their three sons, two of them to AIDS. When the family learned eldest son Glen was
gay, Al angrily ripped pictures of Glen from the walls of his home and declared he now had only two sons. The
subsequent loss of Glen owed as much to that wilful estrangement as to AIDS, and then the family suffered
prized middle son Greg’s death in a shooting—the outcome of a dispute about a dent in the door of Greg’s truck.
When youngest son Guy’s gayness was revealed, Jane declared him no longer her real son, though Al kept
telling the teenager they still loved him. Alternating omniscient with first-person passages—the most telling of
these from Al and Jane as they move to complete acceptance and support of their sole remaining son—this is also
the story of Guy’s peaceful coming to terms with his own mortality.
Whitney Scott
Copyright© 1997, American Library Association. All rights reserved
Synopsis
Beautifully written, Honor Thy Children is a poignant chronicle of devastating loss and one family’s journey
through grief to healing, after the death of its three children.
Traces a Japanese-American family’s battle with AIDS, which took two of their sons, and their journey from
rejecting their eldest son, a homosexual, to their acceptance of their youngest, who became an advocate for AIDS
education.
The publisher, Conari Press e-mail: conaripub@aol.com , February 27, 1997
One family’s triumph in the face of tragedy A true story of amazing conviction and power, HONOR THY
CHILDREN chronicles one family’s transformation from darkness and dysfunction to enlightenment and
wholeness. It begins with the Nakatani’s initial disownment of their eldest son upon learning of his sexual
orientation and ends with the ultimate acceptance and support of their youngest son—lovingly helping him to
die with peace and dignity. This is a story of love and acceptance of allowing all people to be their own unique
selves. I promise it will make an enormous impact on you and the ones you love. Seale Ballenger Director of
Marketing & Publicity CONARI PRESS
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AMAZON.COM HAS ALL THE BOOKS YOU LIKE
AND GOOD PRICES TOO!
Customer Comments
A reader from Canada , July 27, 1998
The most beautiful and devastating book that I’ve read.... It’s been said: “There are people who take
the heart out of you, and there are people who put it back.” Al and Jane Nakatani have turned their
hearts inside out for the world to see...and Molly Fumia, as their story’s conduit, treats those hearts
with the tenderest, utmost respect. I find it difficult to convey how deeply moved I am by the infinite
losses this family has suffered, and by the love and blessings that they have chosen to offer the world
out of their broken-open hearts. *Please* read this book, and follow its most courageous lead: Honour your
children, whoever they may be!
A reader from Los Gatos, Ca. , June 5, 1998
A must read.
This story hit home for me. We like to believe we are so accepting in this society and that we always do what is best
for our children. This story takes place in very recent history. The familiarity of the setting was profound for me.I
graduated the same year as Guy Nakatani and went to the neighboring high school. A lot of my friends say they
knew him. I didn’t . Even in 1986, in San Jose, it was not acceptable to be gay. Most of us didn’t discuss it, if we did
we made fun of people. Looking back, I can see that a lot of mistakes were made out of ignorance. As a new parent
myself, my heart will always be with Jane and Al. I was so proud of this family for sharing their story with all of us
who needed to hear it. And an extra thanks to Molly Fumia for bringing it to us.
chaunte@earthlink.net from Seattle, WA , May 16, 1998
This story will open your eyes to yourself...
“Honor Thy Children” was the most difficult book I’ve HAD to read in a long time. The Nakitani’s were forced to
face their worse fears head-on...over and over again. With each terrible event or deep secret exposed, they had to
question who they were, where they had been and where they were headed (as a family) in the future. We all tend
to think we know ourselves well, but we haven’t begun to scratch the surface until tragedy strikes us where it hurts
most. Molly Fumia tells this story with such honesty and compassion, that you begin to find yourself immersed in
the saga of ignorance which becomes deadly to some very promising young men. The emotional impact of this
family’s losses and how the parents try to come to terms with their regrets, had a firmhold on me through every
compelling page. I’m relieved to have finished reading this incredibly sad story, but I willnever forget the affect it
had on me. Whether you are a parent or not, this story will open your eyes to yourself. Don’t miss this opportunity
forenlightenment.
A reader from Kapaa, Kauai, Hawaii , January 1, 1998
The Nakatani’s are a truly brave and honorable family.
Molly Fumia, a great writer of HONOR THY CHILDREN, the Nakatani’s lifes trials. An absolutely great story
which hits you hard and is summed up by Alexander Nakatani on pages 312 & 313. Alex and Jane Nakatani are an
inspiration and will greatly impact my life.
A reader from Honolulu, HI , October 21, 1997
Three sons. Three deaths. A family’s heartbreaking story.
Alexander and Jane Nakatani are surviving the deaths of their three sons. Greg, the middle son, was shot and killed.
Glen and Guy, both gay, died of AIDS. The Nakatani’s story, though full of almost unbearable heartache, teaches us
to reach out and accept our children. We become most acquainted with Guy, the youngest son, whose idea was to
put into book form his family’s story. Fumia does a wonderful job of relating the family’s anguish, sorrow, and joy.

COME SEE THE NAKATANIS!
Wednesday, May 12 , 1999

LGBT Issues in APA Society: The Personal Story of the Nakatani Family
With: Al & Jane Nakatani

EMU Ben Linder Forum, 5 pm
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Reviews
The San Francisco Chronicle, Melissa de la Cruz
...a truly elegiac tale of the immigrant experience, and Romero’s comedy
of manners becomes a heartfelt tale of optimism and survival.

From Booklist , January 1, 1998 “TNT” is the Filipino nickname for an illegal alien in the U.S.: it stands for the
Tagalog words for “always hiding.” Teenage Viola’s life, always self-centered and fragile, is shattered when her
father moves in with his pregnant mistress and her mother flees Manila for New York and the traditional hope of
a new life there. Viola is the center of this novel, however, focused on her own feelings of recklessness and
abandonment, often couched in stolen American phrases and cemented in the firmament of Filipino class values.
Abrupt changes of direction in plot and dialogue mirror Viola’s tumultuous feelings, although she remains
emotionally closed to the reader almost until her final reconciliation with her mother. Less tied to books like
Nancy Kricorian’s Zabelle (see review p.777) and Julia Alvarez’s How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents (1991)
and more to the “let’s get back at mom and dad” genre. Grace Anne A. DeCandido Copyright© 1998, American
Library Association. All rights reserved From Kirkus Reviews , February 15, 1998 From a Filipina expatriate now
living in New York, a first novel that convincingly details life both in Marcos’s Manila and as an illegal immigrant
in the US but offers a story that, ultimately, is more melodramatic than affecting. Only child Viola was curious to
know the circumstances of her birth as she grew up in an affluent Manila household. By the time she learns the
trutht hat her mother had to get married she’s not entirely surprised. Her father, a well-known womanizer, has
had numerous mistresses; he’s also expanded the bookstore her mother inherited into a chain and a publishing
house, using money invested by one of President Marcos’s cronies. Viola, meanwhile, attends a fashionable
convent and has fashionable friends, but her mother’s unhappiness shadows her otherwise golden life. When her
father moves in with his current mistress, who’s just given birth to a son, Viola’s mother announces that she’s
leaving for New York. Feeling betrayed by her mother, and refusing to move to her father’s new house, Viola
begins to run the old household on her own, takes part in the peaceful anti-Marcos demonstrations, eventually
learns that her father is being indicted for bribery and corruption by the new Aquino government, and meets
intriguing Caloy, who’s home from his American college. At the same time, her mother, fearing deportation from
the US because her tourist visa has expired, is hard to reach, and though her letters sound upbeat, Viola worries.
Once she’s in New York herself, she finds her fears justified: Her mother, a former society matron, is working as a
maid, looks ill, and is terrified of the INS. Forgiving her for having left her behind in Manila, Viola convinces her
to come home and forget the past. Spirited writing, but not enough to breathe true life into yet another story of
yet another mother and daughter healing the obligatorily fractious relationship between them. — Copyright
©1998, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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TASTY RECIPES
FILIPINO ADOBO

Lihongzhang Hotchpotch
Materials:
raw chicken meat
sea cucumbers
cooked white chicken meat
fish
ham
fish maw soaked in oil
squid
soaked dried bean milk cream rolls
dried scallops
dried mushrooms
dried slices of tender bamboo shoots
pork tripe

Adobo is considered the national dish of the Philippines. In
many cookbooks it is often identified as Philippine stew. In
contemporary times adobo has become a generic term which
means the process of cooking meat, fish, poultry and vegetables in vinegar and garlic spiced with pepper corns and bay
leaves. Adobo is a by product of Spanish influence.
Recipe
2 lbs. Chicken parts (cut into serving size)...
All Parts work well
1 cup White Vinegar
1 cup Soy Sauce
4 cloves of garlic (minced)
1 tb Black ground pepper corn
2 bay Leaves
1 tb Sugar
1/2 cup water
2 medium Tomatoes
1/2 cup Green Onion

Preparations:
1.Slice the sea cucumbers, fish maw, squid, bamboo
shoots, dried bean milk cream rolls and ham.
2.Add scallion, ginger slices and Shaoxing rice wine to
the tripe, chicken and scallops, steam until the flavor
penetrates, then slice.
3.Cut the cooked chicken and ham into shreds.
4.Mash and season the fish, shape into balls, roll in the
scallop strips and steam.
5.Add scallop balls, all other ingredients and
condiments to chicken soup and boil until the flavor
penetrates, transfer to a bowl and steam for five
minutes.
6.Pour out the soup stock, thicken with cornstarch, then
pour back into the hotchpotch.

The vinegar, soy sauce garlic cloves, pepper, bay leaves and
sugar can all be combined with the chicken to marinade for 3
to 4 hours. If possible over night.
The tomatoes are diced and the onions are cut in to strips.
Later to be added to the adobo when served.
When cooking there are many ways to prepare the dish. It
really depends on how you like it. If you like it dry you may
want to cook it in the marinade for only a while and then
separate in to two dishes. The cook the meat again in a pan
with a little oil. Then serve over rice, adding sauce and
vegetables as desired.
I like to have it moist almost falling off the bone. So I fist
cook the meat in a pan to help seal the out side. This is done
with a little oil and minced garlic. I sprinkle a little sugar and
soy sauce over it to help flavor the seal. Just after it is lightly
browned I put it into the already boiling marinade that is now
the sauce. I let cook for a good 30 min. I also like to have
potatoes in my adobo so about 15 min. In to cooking I add the
diced potatoes. After all is done you serve over hot white rice.
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May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month

A sian/Pacific

American

Student

Union

proudly presents a night of quality Asian/
Pacific American theatre and live music...

hereandnow
Theatre Co.

Every hereandnow show is composed of a series of
vignettes dealing with different topics of Asian American
life. Such issues include inter-ethnic conflict, the
struggles of coming to America, political injustice, sexual
experiences and attitudes, gender issues and what it
means to grow up Asian in the United States . A group of
talented Asian American artists utilizes many different
forms of theatre such as dance, comedy, improv, and
music to bring the stories of Asian America to life.

&

Definitely a show you do not want to miss!

Classified Records recording artists

pinay
pinay

The strong four-part harmony of Pinay, which blends touches of pop, dance,
r&b, and soul, strives to make the music industry color-blind. The word
“pinay” means “Filipino Woman” in Tagalog, and these four divas really
know how to sing! Their debut album inevitable, has already taken the Bay
Area by storm. They have been featured in well-known Asian American
magazines such as Filipinas and A. Magazine. They will be performing right
after hereandnow and signing autographs after the show! Be sure you get
your tickets before they are gone!

Saturday, May 22, 1999
University of Oregon EMU Ballroom

Doors open at 6:30 PM. Show begins at 7 PM.

$8 for Students / $9 General Public

Limited number of tickets available at the EMU Ticket Office!
APASU Would like to thank the following sponsors: VSA, KP, Office of Multicultural Affairs, Office of Student Life, The PARTY Fund, ASUO
Executive, ASUO Senate, The Multicultural Center, The Women’s Center, The UO Alumni Association, APALSA, Eugene/Springfield Asian
Council, The School of Journalism, The School of Business, The UO Bookstore, The Career Center, Lane Community College, Churchill High
School, the 4J School District, CAER, The Counseling Center, The Dept. of Sociology, Ethnic Studies, & The Department of Economics,
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For more info contact APASU at: University of Oregon, Rm 29 EMU, Eugene, OR 97403 - (541) 346-4342 apasu@gladstone.uoregon.edu

WHAT:

May Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month

WHO:

University of Oregon, Asian/Pacific American Student Union
(APASU), EMU, Suite 29, (541) 346-4342
apasu@gladstone.uoregon.edu

WHEN:

April 28, 1999 through May 26, 1999

WHERE:

University of Oregon Campus, Erb Memorial Union

In 1992, May of each year became permanently recognized as
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, when President George Bush
signed Public Law 102-405.
APASU will host a series of compelling workshops that revolve
around the diverse issues that reflect the changes that need to be
addressed in the turn of the millenium.

Note To the Sponsors:
Thank You Very Much For Your Help and Support

Dept. of Economics, Ethnic Studies, Journalism, Business, Sociology, UO Alumni Association, UO Bookstore, Career Center, Multicultural Center, Women's Center, PARTY Fund,
Eugene Asian Council, Lane Community College, Eugene 4J School District, Asian Pacific
Law Student Association, Office of Multicultural Affairs, KP, VSA, ASUO Senate, ASUO
Exec., President's Fund, Chinese Benevolent Association, Counseling Center, CAER, EMU,
Rec Center, The Buzz, Albertsons, Maple Garden, China Blue ,and Dusty Miller
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The Asian/Pacific American Student Union presents:
Wednesday, April 28

ASIAN/PACIFIC HERITAGE MONTHS Wednesday, May 19
LABOR ISSUES IN ASIAN AMERICA: FROM
Opening Ceremony
SWEATSHOPS TO FARMWORKERS
Demonstrations by the Chinese Benevolence
Association Lion Dance Team, the U of O Wushu Team,
and the melodies of contemporary Hawaiian music.

EMU Ampitheater, 3:30 pm

Friday, April 30
HIP-HOP DANCE PARTY
Put on your kicks and head to THE BUZZ for a dance
that will knock your socks off. The event is free with 3
cans of food donated to Food For Lane County. If
dancing isn’t your thing - play a little pool or score on
the variety of video games located right next to The
Buzz. -Sponsored by the P.A.R.T.Y. Fund-

THE BUZZ: located in the EMU
basement, 9:30 pm till 1:30 am

Wednesday, May 5
AMERICAN INTERNMENT
Retelling Our History: The Japanese American
Internment Experience
Kenge Kobayashi and Bob Kono retell an intergral part
of American history that has been denied through
sharing their personal experiences of a Japanese
American interned during World War II.

Ben Linder Forum, 5 pm

Wednesday, May 12
LGBT ISSUES IN APA SOCIETY: THE
PERSONAL STORY OF THE NAKATANI FAMILY
With: Al & Jane Nakatani
The family story of the Nakatanis is told through the
eyes and ears of Molly Fumia in the biography, HONOR
THY CHILDREN.
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“Jane bears three sons. The eldest and the youngest,
denigrated early in their development for being gay and
Asian, find themselves in a dangerous world. The
second son, burdened with the leftovers of his parents
dreams for normalcy, charges toward tragedy like a
soldier bearing the family crest. And the mother and
father initially paralyzed with shame, cling to privacy
and isolation, only to realize that their family honor
requires that they burst through their cultural and
personal constraints and share their pain publicly in
order to alter their future.”
- Molly Fumia

EMU Ben Linder Forum, 5 pm

Labor and unions are an integrated part of our society.
Without the two capitalism could not perpetuate. How
have Asian/Pacific Islanders been involved in the labor
movement? Come engage yourself in a panel discussion
on this pertinent issue.

EMU Ben Linder Forum, 5 pm

THE DAWN OF A NEW ASIAN AMERICA
Saturday, May 22
hereandnow Theatre Co.
A non-profit Asian American theatre company that tours
colleges and universities as well as other venues
throughout the United States. A group of talented young
actors brings the stories of Asia America to life. The
performance, now in its ninth year, incorporates many
different forms of theatre such as a dance, comedy,
improv, and music along with many others. This offers
the audience as well as the actors/actresses a variety of
mediums to experience and enjoy.

Every hereandnow show is composed of a
series of vignettes dealing with different
topics of Asian American life. These scenes
vary in length as well as subject matter which
pertains mostly to the Asian American
community. Such issues are inner ethnic conflict, the
struggles of coming to America, political unjust, sexual
experiences and attitudes, gender issues and what it
means to grow up Asian in the United States just to
name a few. All of the material presented is original
which is conceived, written, directed, and acted by Asian
American artists.

PINAY (R&B QUARTET)
The word Pinay means Filipino woman in Tagalog, and
this quartet from the Bay Area are making their presence
known with their smooth rhythmic r&b sound. Their
debut album “Inevitable” has been met with much
critical acclaim. They will be performing after
hereandnow on May 22nd inthe EMU Ballroom.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. show starts at 7 p.m., Tickets can
be purchased through the EMU Ticket Office or contact
apasu@gladstone.uoregon.edu, 541 346-4342.
Students: $8
General: $9

EMU Ballroom

Wednesday, May 26
THE FORGOTTEN ONES: A CULTURAL
FORUM ON SOUTHEAST ASIA
Southeast Asian culture has not been a part of the
dialogue in Asian American society. Students from
various Southeast Asian cultures will showcase their
cultural diversity. Presenting hostess: International
Studies Major, Vatsana Chanthala

Multicultural Center, 5 pm

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON APASU
EMU ROOM 29
EUGENE OR 97403
PHONE: (541) 346-4342
EMAIL: apasu@gladstone.uoregon.edu
WEBSITE: http://gladstone.uoregon.edu/~apasu
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AMERICAN INTERNMENT
BY: JAN HARADA

“While we were at Manzanar, my wife came to full term ... You don’t give
salt tablets to pregnant women ... She told me that she had twins ... She was
hemorrhaging ... She just drained away ... I don’t know what happened to the
babies ... I know for a fact that the twins were born and the camp did not have the
facilities ... And they all passed away at childbirth.” - Tom Watanabe

“Assembly Centers”
Temporary camps used from late March, 1942 until mid-October, 1942,
when prisoners were moved to the ten more permanent detention camps
called Relocation Centers.2 Unless noted otherwise below, these sites
were either large fairgrounds or race tracks.5
Fresno, CA
First inmate arrival May 6, 1942. Last inmate departure October 30, 1942.
Peak population 5120.5
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When the Japanese bombed Pearl
Harbor, not only was it a total shock to the
Japanese American population but their lives
would be forever changed. Despite the
instances of immediate oral and written
support for America and the federal
government coming from the various
Japanese American communities, the cloud of
suspicion that was to haunt many of these
persons of Japanese ancestry for years to
come, instantaneously appeared on the
horizon. The ten weeks between the bombing
and the signing of Executive Order 9066 by
President Roosevelt were filled with a series
of “reports” and comments such as the one
made by the California Joint Immigration
Committee, “This is our time to get things
done that we have been trying to get done for
a quarter of a century.” (e.g. The exclusion of
Asian immigrants to this country)
Executive Order 9066 authorized the
Secretary of War Hentry Stimson and the
military commanders to “exclude all persons,
citizens and aliens alike, from designated
areas on the west coast.” The War Relocation
Authority was created to ensure compliance
with this order and after a brief period of
established curfews, evacuation to “relocation
centers” located in California, Idaho, Utah,
Arizona, Wyoming, Colorado and Arkansas
began. One of the purported reasons behind
this wholesale evacuation of Japanese from
the west coast, was that it was impossible to
make a quick determination of which
Japanese, even if most were American-born
citizens, would be loyal to the United States

Manzanar, CA
First inmate arrival March 21, 1942. Peak population (before June 1, 1942)
9666. Before it was leased from the City of Los Angeles, Manzanar used
to be ranch and farm land until it reverted to desert conditions. Manzanar
was transfered from the WCCA to WRA on
June 1, 1942, and converted into a “relocation camp.”5
Marysville, CA
First inmate arrival May 8, 1942. Last inmate departure June 29, 1942.
Peak population 2451.5
Mayer, AZ
First inmate arrival May 7, 1942. Last inmate departure June 2, 1942. Peak
population 245. Mayer was a camp abaondoned by the Civilian
Conservation Corp.5
Merced, CA
First inmate arrival May 6, 1942. Last inmate departure September 15,
1942. Peak population 4508.5
Pinedale, CA
First inmate arrival May 7, 1942. Last inmate departure July 23, 1942.
Peak population 4792. Pinedale was the previous site of a mill.5
Pomona, CA
First inmate arrival May 7, 1942. Last inmate departure August 24, 1942.
Peak population 5434.5
Portland, OR
First inmate arrival May 2, 1942. Last inmate departure September 10,
1942. Peak population 3676. Portland used the Pacific International Live
Stock Exposition Facilities to hold detainees.5
Puyallup, WA
First inmate arrival April 28, 1942. Last inmate departure September 12,
1942. Peak population 7390.5

versus loyalty to Japan. Approximately two-thirds of those relocated were native-born
American citizens; the remainder were legal-aliens who were prevented by certain laws, from
being naturalized. “All this was done despite the fact that not a single documented act of
espionage, sabotage or fifth column activity was committed by an American citizen of
Japanese ancestry or by a resident Japanese alien on the west coast.”
The 1980’s reparations movement and
the $1.25 billion reparations bill approved by
Congress in 1988, included a number of
provisions, including a national apology,
establishment of the Civil Liberties Education
Defense Fund to be administered by the
Secretary of the Treasury and included
provisions for $20,000 in reparations to be
made to internees or their descendants.
Payment of the $20,000 was considered to be
in “full satisfaction” of all claims against the
United States arising out of acts covered by
the Civil Liberties Act. The underlying racial
views of the internment period still exist
today, as is evidenced by such things as, the
treatment of Asian Americans during the
Democratic National Party fundraising
Sacramento, CA
scandal, the continued refusal of the U.S.
First inmate arrival May 6, 1942. Last inmate departure June 26, 1942.
Supreme Court to completely exonerate those
Peak population 4739. Sacramento used a former migrant camp.5
Japanese American men convicted in the three
main internment period cases, the treatment
Salinas, CA
of Mexican immigrants and farmworkers, and
First inmate arrival April 27, 1942. Last inmate departure July 4, 1942.
the stereotyping of ethnic Middle Eastern
Peak population 3594.5
American citizens as terrorists and dangerous
“foreigners.” The Commission on Wartime
Santa Anita, CA
Relocation and Internment of Civilians found
First inmate arrival March 27, 1942. Last inmate departure October 27,
“race prejudice, war hysteria and a failure of
1942. Peak population 18,719.5
political leadership” to be the reasons why
120,000 Japanese Americans were removed
Stockton, CA
from their homes, being allowed to bring only
First inmate arrival May 10, 1942. Last inmate departure October 17, 1942.
what they could carry, and being forced to
Peak population 4271.5
leave behind their homes, businesses, jobs
and possessions.
Tanforan, CA
Perhaps the greatest losses suffered by
First inmate arrival April 28, 1942. Last inmate departure October 13, 1942.
the
Japanese
American community came not
Peak population 7816.5
in the form of economic loss, but in the form
of lost liberty, freedom, dignity and faith. For
Tulare, CA
the rest of their lives, those Japanese
First inmate arrival April 20, 1942. Last inmate departure September 4,
Americans interned would live with the
1942. Peak population 4978.5
stigma of espionage, disloyalty and
foreigness. Unlike most any other ethnic
Turlock, CA
community in the United States during World
First inmate arrival April 30, 1942. Last inmate departure August 12, 1942.
War II, they were treated as if there loyalties
Peak population 3662.5
lay not with their nation of birth or
citizenship, but rather lay along racial lines.
They were evacuated and interned solely on
the basis of their race, and the assumption
made by those in power was that a “Jap was a
Jap.” Because reparations took forty years in
coming, for forty years young Japanese
Americans struggled to participate in a
political and judicial process that had
provided no justice for their families. The
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AMERICAN INTERNMENT
BY: JAN HARADA
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loss of opportunity weighed heavily upon the minds of the internees, especially the firstgeneration immigrants who had worked so hard to create a thriving community only to see
it waste away. Many of the victims
expressed great “bitterness and anger
over the betrayal by a government that
they supported and believed in.” These
were American citizens, led to believe
that the title of U.S. citizen actually
meant protection by the Constitution of
the United States, that it actually meant
that their rights could not be taken away
so arbitrarily, and that their own
government would act to protect them
should they come across instances of
racism and discrimination. What they
discovered after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor, was that during peacetime their
taxes and their labor were welcomed, but
that during times of war, their loyalty to
a nation that they had invested so much
in, would be questioned.
As a fourth-generation Japanese
American, while my parents were not
interned nor were my grandparents, I had an aunt and uncle who were interned, and perhaps what is most
indicative of the effect the internment had on the internees, was that I did not hear their stories until I was
in college, a full forty-five years after the internment happened. While they did nothing to deserve such
treatment, they still felt a sense of shame in allowing this to happen to their families and not being able to
care for their families in the way that they
wanted to. Throughout my college and law
school life, I have come face to face with the
COME CHECK IT OUT!
same stereotypes that were the cause and
effect of the internment period. I am often
made to feel as if I, as an Asian, do not
Wednesday, May 5
belong in this country, and that my presence
AMERICAN INTERNMENT
is taking away from the socio-economic
opportunities of other EuropeanAmericans.
Retelling our History: The Japanese Internment Experience
People look at me and automatically assume
Kenge Kobayashi and Bob Kono retell an intergral part of
that I am not an American citizen and that
American history that has been denied through sharing
English is my second language. As I begin to their personal experiences of a Japanese American interned
consider career options I have heard stories
during World War II.
from other Asian Americans, discussing how
Ben Linder Forum, 5 pm
they were turned down for jobs in law firms
because they did not exactly “fit” the image
the law firm wanted to present to the
American public. I vehemently oppose the
idea that my loyalty to this country is questioned simply because of the color of my skin. During World
War II, no German-American or Italian-American was interned, questioned or harassed, and that goes
against the claim for national security. While I don’t believe that such wholesale internment of an ethnic
population will never again occur, I do believe that my place in this society and in this country will
continue to be questioned, due to those same stereotypes and racist views that continue to haunt the Asian
and Asian American communities today. This is why I have chosen law school. I am determined to
ensure that while these stereotypes will undoubtedly continue to exist, I will do all I can to deny those
racist and prejudiced persons from projecting their views onto America’s legal and socio-political
landscape. Perhaps the greatest tragedy of these kinds of views, is that it is not only limited to the Asian
American communities but to the Chicano, Latino, Mexican, African and Middle Eastern communities.
We are all affected by such views and that’s why the story of Japanese American internment is a lesson
that should be learned by all.

http://www.asiangurls.com/index.html
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ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICANS ON THE CUTTING EDGE

Junior Seau
Junior’s parents were born on the island of Aunu’u in the South Pacific. Samoa is part of a large chain
of islands located in the Pacific Ocean about 2,400 miles southwest of Hawaii. While American Samoa is a
possession of the United States, it has a way of life all to its own.
Because they are surrounded by it, the people spend much of their time in the ocean. Either fishing or
sailing, they are as comfortable afloat as they are on land. While the sea is very important to Samoans, the most
important part of daily life is the family.
In the Samoan culture, family is very important and so is bringing honor to the family name. When
Junior was growing up, he always wanted to bring honor to his family and wanted to do things that would
make his parents happy. The Samoan “way of life”, called Fa’a Samoan, is based on respecting your elders and
ensuring the well being of the immediate family at any cost. This strong belief in family has not only assured
the survival of Samoan language and culture, but also instills a sense of pride and self-esteem in the people.
When Junior was growing
up in Oceanside, California, he and his
brothers
wore
“lavalavas”
(wraparound skirts) and Junior’s
sisters wore floor-length dresses
called “muumuus”. The boys learned
the Samoan slap dance, and the girls
were taught the hula. They spoke no
English at home, and Junior did not
learn English until he was seven years
old.
Before every home game,
Junior’s parents, and relatives gather
in the parking lot at Jack Murphy
Stadium, where the Chargers play
their games, for a tailgate party. It’s
like a little Samoan village — Junior’s
mom wears a number 55 jersey over
her muumuu and serves barbecued
chicken, sweet and sour chicken,
roast pork, rice, taro root and bananas.
The tailgate party is like a luau
(pronounced loo-ow), the only thing
missing is the hula dancers!

21

On the field, San Diego
Chargers’ All-Pro Linebacker Junior
Seau is known for tackling the
toughest opponents the National
Football League has to offer. Off the field, Junior is
committed to tackling challenges facing today’s youth
through his work at the Junior Seau Foundation. The
Junior Seau Foundation is dedicated to educating and
empowering young people through the support of child
abuse prevention efforts, drug and alcohol awareness,
and anti-juvenile delinquency programs.
“I feel very fortunate to have the opportunity to
use my platform in the NFL to help kids. I’m not a
player who’s going out there and just playing for the
glory and the money. I see myself in these kids. If I can
be important to the youth of San Diego, then I’ve
accomplished something special.”
As a young man growing up in Oceanside,
California, Junior faced challenges both on and off the
football field. Drugs, gangs, and violence were prevalent
in the neighborhood where he grew up and were often
more dangerous than the opponents he faced on the
gridiron. Junior successfully tackled those challenges
and credits much of the success he has today to the
support of his loving parents and to the opportunities he
was given through organizations like the Junior Seau
Foundation.
Junior believes in giving back to the community
which has given him so much, and in 1992 he

established the Junior Seau Foundation.
“My hope is for this Foundation to help kids
face their life challenges with hope and
dignity.” The Junior Seau
Foundation is dedicated to educating and
empowering young people through the support of child
abuse prevention efforts, drug and alcohol awareness,
and anti-juvenile delinquency programs.
Junior knows when he steps onto the football
field each week that it will take a team effort in order for
the Chargers to win the game. Each player must do his
part in order for the team to be successful. Junior has
incorporated that “team” approach in operating the
Junior Seau Foundation. He believes that if San Diego is
to “win” as a community and help our young people,
we all need to work together.
The Foundation holds its TEAM Seau Dinner &
Celebrity Golf Classic each year to raise money for the
youth of San Diego. Past tournaments have included
such NFL superstars as: Steve Young, Ronnie Lott,
Warren Moon, Jerry Rice, Derrick Thomas, and Boomer
Esiason. Events like the golf classic fund the
Foundation’s “Scholarship of Excellence,” established to
recognize young men and women who are dedicated to
both personal and academic excellence. Each spring, the
Junior Seau Foundation annually awards financial
support to students who wish to achieve their dreams
through higher education. Currently, the Foundation
provides 17 students with $1,000 college scholarships
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that are renewable for four years.
Each fall, the Foundation kicks-off its “SACKS for San Diego” program to help raise money for
anti-juvenile
delinquency efforts and
drug & alcohol
programs. Individuals
and businesses
pledge $1.00 to $100.00
dollars for every
sack the Chargers’
Defense
gets
during the season. A portion of
the money pledged
through SACKS supports
programs such as
the Midnight Basketball League
which works to
keep young men off of drugs
and out of gangs.
Hundreds of young men and
their families and
friends are impacted through
this program each
year.
Through
the financial contributions of
businesses and
individuals, the Junior Seau
Foundation
is
helping make a real difference in
the lives of young
people in our community. In
1994, Junior was
named the True Value NFL Man
of the Year for his
efforts on behalf of young people
in San Diego. “A hundred years from now, it will not matter what my bank account was, the type of house I
lived in, or the kinds of clothes I wore; But the world may be much different because I was important in the life
of a child.” - Anonymous
Donations may be made to:
Junior Seau Foundation
2365 Northside Dr.
Suite 203
San Diego, CA 92108
(619) 281-7328

Chang-Lin Tien
Berkeley Chancellor, 1990-1997
Chang-Lin Tien was born in Wuhan, China, and received his B.S. degree
from National Taiwan University in 1955. He earned an MME degree at the
University of Louisville in 1957, and MA and PhD degrees at Princeton in 1957 and
1959. He joined the faculty of Mechanical Engineering at Berkeley in 1959, and he
served as the chair of the department from 1974 to 1981. He was appointed the
seventh Chancellor of the Berkeley campus in 1990. Apart from service as Executive
Vice Chancellor at Irvine from 1988 to 1990, his entire career has been spent at
Berkeley.
One thing that will always be remembered about Chang-Lin Tien is his
personality: he is famous forgreeting students, staff and faculty alike as he walks
through the campus, and he is equally well known for being a sports enthusiast of
the first order, and for his infectious “Go Bears!”
Continuing necessity for fund-raising has been met with outstanding success: extramural research support increased
by 35% even in the face of declining federal support, and the level of private gifts to a public university has soared to
new records enabling research and academic excellence to remain consistently high. Under Chang-Lin Tien’s
leadership, the campus has built a number of important facilities, including the Haas School of Business, the new
Main Stack of Doe Library, Soda Hall for computer sciences, and the University Health Service’s Tang Center.
Tien has been a champion of preserving the excellence of the Berkeley campus in other ways also. He spoke
out against the effects of the University’s early retirement programs on the makeup of the faculty, and more
recently he became the spokesman for retaining affirmative action as a proper means of assuring higher
education to all those who deserve it.
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CHECKOUT CLASSIFIED RECORDS FOR SOME HOT AND HAPPENING MUSIC

website: www.classifiedrecords.com

Bay Area Recording Artist Primed
to Make a Little Noise
October 20, 1998 (South San Francisco, CA) - Catching the world
of pop music by surprise with her Billboard charter “Sweet
Honesty” and her current single “What Do You Remember,” M:G
is ready to turn heads again as her debut album Make A Little
Noise hits stores on November 17.
The highly anticipated album features the smash single, “Sweet
Honesty”, which garnered airplay at over 30 radio stations
nationwide and spent 22 consecutive weeks on Billboard’s Dance
Maxi-Singles Sales Chart, peaking at #7. M:G’s follow-up single
“What Do You Remember” is already receiving rave reviews from
radio programmers and dance music fans across the country,
hinting towards yet another run on the Billboard charts for the
rising pop music star.
CLA-3079-2 CD Album
1.What Do You Remember 4:06
2.Think Twice 4:36
3.Make A Little Noise 3:27
4.Sweet Honesty 3:52
5.If You Think 3:34
6.Keep Doing What You’re Doing* 3:42
7.No One Knows 4:07
8.No One Knows (Part Two) 2:00
9.What Do You Remember
(Jazzy Jim Remix) 4:12
10.Falling Angel 4:25
11.Sweet Honesty (Faith Remix) 3:36
12.Someone Knows Better 4:37
13.Aphrodisiac 4:51
14.Make A Little Noise
(Mijangos Tribal Remix) 8:41

“The writing and production on this is so good that it will set the
standard for all dance artists, says Rex Santa Elena, VP Artist and
Repertoire at Classified Records. If you like dance music, this
album is a must have.”
This 14-track album exhibits the evolution of dance music. It
incorporates the various elements of dance music such as house,
freestyle, electronica, trance, and drum ‘n bass, while maintaining
the pop accessibility that M:G is becoming known for. “I think
that we have defined, in more than one way, the different genres
of dance music, says M:G. I am hoping that this album will break
stereotypes of what some may call ‘typical dance music’.” From
the brightness of songs such as “Sweet Honesty” and “What Do
You Remember” to the ethereal, somber feel of “Falling Angel”
and “No One Knows,” producer Glenn Gutierrez has taken dance
music to another level. “There is so much to explore, and yet my
foundation in freestyle dance will always be present, says
Gutierrez. “I wanted to show how far we’ve come, but how much
we owe to history at the same time.” Make a Little Noise will be
available on CD and cassette at local record stores November 17.
It will also be available on-line at the Classified Records website:
www.classifiedrecords.com.
Classified Records is an independent San Francisco Bay Area
based record label. Artists on the Classified roster include M:G,
Pinay, DnH and Julie Plug. The artists of Classified Records
represent the broad spectrum of musical genres from Rhythmic
Soul to Pop. www.classifiedrecords.com
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APASU CORNER
Statistics for the Asian Celebration Bone Marrow Drive

14th Annual Asian
Celebration Bridges
Generations
A variety of Asian entrees, martial
arts demonstrations, cultural activities and
performances and a crowd of enthusiastic
people filled the Lane County Fairgrounds
Exhibition Hall the weekend of February 1314. APASU in conjunction with Lane
Countys Asian Council, proudly helped to
coordinate the activities in the childrens
room, Asian cooking demonstrations, and
sponsor a successful bone marrow drive.
The 14th annual Asian Celebration theme
was Bridging Generations, and between
members of the Asian Council and APASU
members, a bridge occurred.
The main mission of APASU at the
Asian Celebration was to increase the
awareness and numbers of Asian/Pacific
Islanders into the National Bone Marrow
Donor Registry Program. Only about 5.2%
of the national marrow donor registry are
Asian/Pacific Islanders, and there are
currently about 100 Asian/Pacific Islander
patients searching for marrow donors with
about a one in 20,000 to one in 1 million
chance of finding a match. Ultimately,
Asian/Pacific Islander patients NEED
Asian/Pacific Islander donors due to
specific ethnic tissue typing. APASU
surpassed their
initial goal of 80 people to become newly
registered bone marrow donors and
encouraged 110 people to become potential
bone marrow donors for patients anxiously
awaiting a match. Of the 110 potential
donors, 62 people were of Asian/Pacific
Islander descent. Although a lifetime
commitment, (until the age of 61), the most
honorable thing about becoming a bone
marrow donor is potentially giving the gift
of life to another person in need of a bone
marrow transplant.
For further information about how
you can become a potential bone marrow
donor please contact Asians for Miracle
Marrow Matches at 1-888-A3M-HOPE (2364673) or the National Red Cross, Pacific NW
Services at 1-800-922-3998.
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Asian/Pacific Islanders
Caucasians
Chicano/Latino
African American
Native American
Multiracial
Other

46
34
2
1
2
21(those of API descent 16)
3

Total Asian/Pacific Islanders (includes those of mixed API heritage)
62

A Story That Touches The Heart
Jeremy
At 6 feet 2 inches and 210 pounds, 17-year-old Jeremy of Walla
Walla, WA was a picture of good health. He worked out at the
local gym four times a week. He could bench press 295 pounds.
But last December, Jeremy began to bruise and tire easily. And
then, on January 23rd, Jeremy’s nose started bleeding and didn’t
stop for 3 1/2 hours. A trip to Children’s Hospital in Seattle
revealed Aplastic Anemia—a rare blood disease, where the bone
marrow stops making blood cells. Five people out of a million
get it; its cause is unknown. Because of his Samoan background,
Jeremy’s best chance to find a marrow match is from someone
who is Samoan, Pacific Islander or Asian.

Hayley
In June of last year, Hayley was diagnosed with Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia. “After hearing about Hayley, I cried the
whole day,” said Hayley’s mother, Julie, a Korean American from
Fullerton who lives there with her husband, Ed, and their two
daughters, Sydney, Hayley and newborn son, Ed, Jr.
Since then, Hayley, who is half Korean/half Filipino, had been in
and out of the hospital, has gone into remission and celebrated her
second birthday. Her search for a match continued. But last June, the
Alcaraz family celebrated the birth of Ed, Jr., a miracle because baby
Ed’s cord blood matches Hayley six out of six—a perfect match!
Hayley has had her transplant using Ed’s cord blood and marrow
and is recovering.

APASU CORNER
Amazing Fundraising – It
Kicks Butt Dude.
By Winston Mah
Apasu’s Treasurer has raised over
$3,500 for events this year! Such funding has
comefrom many aspects of campus! We
received donations from Fall, Winter and Spring
Bake Sales at the UO Bookstore,
cosponsorships, gift certificates, raffles, ticket
sales, and donations from organizations and
departments from campus, as well as from
notable local
Eugene businesses. Thank you all!
However, the greatest challenge this
year for Apasu’s treasurer was getting money
for Asian Heritage Month. This following year
Apasu was proud to celebrate it’s annual Asian
Heritage Month. Like always, it was a great
opportunity for university students, staff and
community members to gather and celebrate
diverse Asian/Pacific American cultures and
experiences. It provided an avenue for
educating the Eugene community about Asian/
Pacific American culture.
The festivities took place during the
month of May 1999. It included the renowned
contemporary Asian-American performance
group, Here and Now, an Asian American
musical performers- Pinay, as well as other
various events such as an end-of-the-year
awards banquet/semi-formal dance, opening
and closing ceremonies (a Tae Kwon Do
performance, and Lion Dancers), keynote
speakers, educational workshops/guest
speakers- “Honor Thy Children”: Al & Jane
Nakatani, “Japanese Internment Experience”:
Kenge Kobayashi & Bob Kono, “Labor Issues
concerning Asian Americans”: speaker T.B.A.
Because of a greater interest in Apasu this year
by the community at large, we are anticipating a
larger turnout for Asian Heritage Month than in
previous years.
With this comes a large increase in
Asian Heritage Month expenses for events.
Thus, Apasu’s treasurer was faced with a
challenge of impossible odds. At times it
seemed bleak, but he pulled through and met
our goal with the help of a special request for
funding from ASUO Senate. Woo Hoo! It’s da
bomb! Once again, thank you to all those who
have supported us! Aw yeah!

POETRY
BY: Ben Greer

Silent Voice
A mind of a different face
Challenged by vocal articulation
Few wise to the spirit of the implicit
Awkward young toung never speaks
Wandering from the issue at hand
Traveling to a land of familiarity
Dreaming of dominate homogeneity
A preacher squelched by singularity
Shocking word of revelation
Confused in their silence
I spoke
Yet I am not heard
Why am I here
What has led me to think
I belong
In question of being
Life is a struggle
Discomfort has become synonymous
With such words
As depression and death
Question
Which pops into mind
Is white paper
I should print my work on yellow paper
Or brown
It is power
As time comes to an end
What have I learned
Only exposed to a feeling
Following me
In all my confusion I have
Tendencies to put myself down
Hating part a of me
Wanting to be one and not the other
But knowing one is
No better .
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IT IS ASIAN/PACIFIC HERITAGE MONTHS!!!!

hereandnow
Theater Co.

May 22, 1999
EMU Ballroom
6:30 pm

inside:
Feng Shui and Our Daily Lives
by: Emmy So

14th Annual Asian Celebration
by: Nicole Kuwahara

